
Cell confessions
Lifer Michael Stone:argues that the police have discovered
an antidote to PACE - the cell confession

6 anged up late one night a couple of
l-( months ago, I tuned my radio into the
U 'tn Parliament Today' programme. Jack

Straw (pictured), was speaking.

He became quite chatty and revealing. He

suggested that even without the existence
of any Human Rights Articles, today's crirni-
nals would have a much easier ride than
they would have 20 or 30 years ago. He then
confided that in the early 70s, when he had

iust qualified as a junior barrister and
worked defending criminals, their situation
was totally different. ln the absence of PACE

laws, villains were lifted from the streets and
framed by being'verballed up' by the police.

Nine times out of ten, the police officer on
the case would fabricate the confession of a

'suspect' who always seemed to say:upon
arrest, "Ok, it's a fair cop guv, I put me 'ands

up, f done it and you caught me bang to
rights". At the subsequent trial there was lit-
tle chanee of any' outcome'other than a
guilty verdict and prison sentence, and
prison was much harsher back then too.

Surprisin$y. Mr.Straw tten eonfided thalhe
&new. when'verbafling,up had happeted and
so did everybody else invotved in the crimi-
nal justice process. But, like everyone else,

he turned a convenient blind eye because

the practice was an.accepted part of the- jus-

tice process - the status quo of the time.

Eventtrally the ver,balling uEgot out'of hand.
It.got toorfrequent and too blataqt,,arld it
started happening to totally innocent peo-
ple, peopie it should not happen to - i.e. col-
lateral darnage. So, following a Royal
Commission;,:PACE, and,o1her,,crfminal laws
was implemented,, which: server to protect all
the Human. ,Rights of today's, criminals,
Therefore acecirding to MriStraw we have

no . need for.continuing, the European
Human Rights Articles.

Thinking more deeply about his speech, it

occurred to me that in spite of the fact that he,

along with everyone else in the justice sys-

tem, had no quatms about turning a blind
eye to police verballing up suspects with
fabricated confessions, the practice had to
end because too many of their own kind
were starting to get verballed up as forces
turned to result-rate po1icing,466sd to that,
the verballing up got some high profile
exposure through a growing number of
longstanding murder convictions which, in
the 80s and 90s, were ruled 'unsafe' by
appeal court judges. Since the police practice
was curtailed the incidents of fabricated
prison cell confessions has increased.
Nowadays, most defendants on remand
awaiting a murder trial wil[ find other
remand prisoners have rnade untrue state-
ments alleging confession type conversa-
tions in a bid to earn rewards or other ben-
efits from the authorities that are under
pressure to get convictlons - sornetimes w.ith

no evidence other than a few fabricated
prison cell'confessions'.

The problem for inmates in the prison sys-

tem serving life and convicted by the
unscrupulous use of fabricated cell block
confessions is that if lawyers, court officiats
and everybody else worliing in the crirninal
justice system turns a blind eye to this prac-
tice, then little sympathy or heip can be

expected frorn elsewhere. The reasoning
being that anybody decent wouldnrt, have
been in prisonin the first.placeto be,ver'
baltred up by a cellmate (i.e. no coltateral darn-

age), Then there is.th.e issue of fiumarr
- 

Rights: but first.yau nied to- getr alli those
people.turning blind eyes to accept yor.l are
actually human.

:Yes,, ther6= are,,fngHsh . ta*s thai lhouid pro-
tect,the Hun:an.Rlghts' orf' prisoners; In par-
tieular PACE is agoodlalv to restr:ain,olrer-
enthusiastic police officers from verballing up

-suspectsl b,qt. the 'police, have' dircov€red
there is,an.antidote'ta PAf'f -,ffe,celt con"
fession.

": Therefore. 1 , sllould:1ike to sr,ryges:t 'to , Mr
Straw,that th,e Eurqpean Convention Rights
sho*ld tontinue so:they can be used'io
ensure justice prevaifswhen Engfish law {ails
to do so.

" Michael ,Stane ls tunently resident in
HMP Fultsutton


